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On Friday, May 13, 
2016 and Saturday, May 
14, 2016, the Seminole 
Nation was honored to 
host the Kick-Off event 
for a Rolling Thunder 
rally here in Seminole, 
Okla. at the Mekusukey 
Mission Grounds and a 
Welcome Home Viet-
nam Veterans ceremony.

Rolling Thunder is 
a national organization 
who promotes contin-
ued awareness of those 
who are still POW 
and MIA, both from 
past and present wars 
and confl icts. Rolling 
Thunder members are 
motorcycle enthusiasts 

who are veterans and 
give tirelessly of their 
time and energy as they 
travel. All of the Roll-
ing Thunder chapters 
across the nation met up 
on Memorial Day at the 
Vietnam Wall in Wash-
ington D.C. to honor all 
veterans. 

We were honored 
and extremely proud 
that the Mississippi 
Chapter 1 of Rolling 
Thunder chose the Sem-
inole Nation of Oklaho-
ma as their fi rst stop on 
their journey to Wash-
ington D.C.  

continued on next page 

The empty table of the “Missing Man Ceremony”.

Seminole Nation Principal Chief Leonard M. Harjo delivering the Welcome speech at the Rolling Thun-
der rally and Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans event.

Gen.Maj. Myles Deering gives his speech during Saturday’s ceremony.

Seminole Nation Honor Guard taking their seat for the ceremony. Seminole Nation Honor Guard fi ring their salute of the colors.
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Alligator Clan
Gathering of the Nations

Albuquerque, New Mexico
April 30, 2016

Dad - Randall Harjo, Mom - Ateesha Narcomey
Grandpa – Timmie Narcomey, Grandma – Rhonda 

Narcomey

Kathy Jackson Hernandez is from Konawa, 
Okla. but currently resides in Denison, Texas. She 
graduated from the Practical Nursing Program at 
Kiamichi Technology Center in Durant, OK on 
June 9, 2016. Hernandez is a member of the Hecete 
Band. 

Congratulations, 
Kathy!

Junior Miss Seminole 
Nation, Kyrah Holata

Arainna Louise Harjo

Seminole State College’s Phi Theta Kappa

Seminole Nation’s Eldest Deacons

On Friday, May 
13th, there was a free 
spaghetti dinner ca-
tered from Roma Ital-
ian Restaurant, as well 
as booths and vendors 
from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Af-
fairs, the Oklahoma 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs, the VA Hospital 
in OKC, along with sev-
eral others. 

The Seminole Na-
tion honor guard pre-
sented colors, Seminole 

Rolling Thun-
der
continued from page 1

Veteran Frank Alexan-
der gave a short wel-
come speech and Junior 
Miss Seminole Nation 
Princess, Kyra Holata, 
was there to sing the 
National Anthem. 

That evening, the 
Flame of Freedom Cer-
emony was held. Ev-
eryone in attendance 
participated by making 
a half circle in front of 
the Mission Grounds 
stage and passed the lit 
“Flame of Freedom” 
torch from one end to 
the other by each indi-
vidual who then had the 
opportunity to speak the 
name of a veteran who 

has passed on. The torch 
symbolizes the light of 
life and freedom being 
passed down to the next 
generations. 

To conclude the eve-
nings events, a special 
presentation of a POW/
MIA fl ag was present-
ed by Rolling Thunder 
to the Seminole Nation 
Honor Guard.

On Saturday, May 
14th, there was a free 
pizza dinner served, 
more booths and ven-
dors, again the Sem-
inole Nation Honor 
Guard presented col-
ors, and the “Missing 
Man Ceremony” was 

presented by Oklahoma 
Rolling Thunder, which 
included the Empty Ta-
ble and the Dog Tag 
ceremonial tributes. Af-
ter the “Missing Man 
Ceremony” an Honor 
Ceremony for Welcome 
Home Vietnam Veterans 
was held. Chief Leon-
ard M. Harjo gave the 
welcome speech, and 
Maj.Gen. Myles Deer-
ing also gave a won-
derful speech. Veterans 
were honored with a 
Presidential Proclama-
tion letter and various 
lapel pins and stickers 
were given. 

Junior Miss Sem-
inole Nation, Kyrah 
Holata, is participating 
in the Higher Educa-
tion Summer Academ-
ic Tutoring program. 
She wanted to learn 
more about government 
and how it operates so 
Kyrah was given the 
opportunity to interview 
the Seminole city man-
ager, Mr. Steve Saxon. 
Kyra learned how the 

city operates, and that 
Mr. Steve Saxon wears 
many hats to make sure 
that the city of Seminole 
is running smoothly.  
Kyra also learned some 
about the city budget, 
staff, council members 
and their term limits, 
crime rate, population 
of the Native Ameri-
cans living in Seminole 
county, and businesses.  
Mr. Steve Saxon has 
been the city manager of 
Seminole for 17 years.  

On April 21, 2016 
Seminole Indian Bap-
tist Church in Konawa, 
Okla. honored the two 
eldest deacons in Semi-
nole County: Jonas Bur-
gess and Kevin Harjo.

Jonas was baptized 
in 1934 by his father 
Walter Burgess. He be-
came an ordained dea-
con on September 15, 

1967 by Homer Lee 
Emarthle, John Factor 
and Harley Roberts. 

Burgess is a WWII 
Veteran PFC. He served 
from March, 1943 to 
November, 1945. He 
was at Omaha Beach 
and also at Normandy. 
He was 198th Division 
and 52nd Battalion.

Harjo was ordained 
at Bird Creek in Sasak-
wa, Okla.

Left: Kevin Harjo; Right: Jonas Burgess

Jared Robinson
Staff Writer
robinson.j@sno-nsn.gov

Seminole Nation trib-
al member Katie Gunville 
received the Phi Theta 
Kappa Honors award from 
Seminole State College 
May 2, 2016 at the Sem-
inole State College Haney 
Center. Faculty Advisor 
for Phi Theta Kappa gave 
the welcome. Faculty Ad-

visor for Phi Theta Kappa 
Dr. Steve Bolin gave the 
introductions. Seminole 
State College President 
Dr. James W. Utterback 
gave the opening com-
ments. (Picture: Katie 
Gunville, Damon Cra-
vens, SSC President Dr. 
James W. Utterback, and 
Seminole Nation Higher 
Education Director Clara 
Keawphalouk.
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Award Banquets: 
Seminole, Stroth-
er, Wewoka

JOM director Jon-
athan Bennett, was in 
attendance for Seminole 
High School’s 2016 
graduation awards ban-
quet. 

Among all of the 
award presenters and 
awards given out that 
night, Bennett was giv-
en the opportunity to 
recognize all of the 
2016 JOM graduating 
seniors and this year the 
Seminole’s JOM parent 
committee was able to 
give out an incentive 

award to those grad-
uating JOM seniors. 
As Bennett called their 
name each student in 
the audience stood up 
to be recognized. There 
were a total of 35 JOM 
students who graduat-
ed from Seminole High 
school and who re-
ceived the incentive.

The incentive was a 
7’ Amazon Fire Tablet.

Bennett was also 
on hand at the JOM 
banquets for Wewoka 
Schools and Stroth-
er Schools.  Of note, 
Konawa Schools also 
had a JOM banquet.



fulletv & punvkv culture & 
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Seminole Nation Cultural Resources
Jennifer Johnson 

Curriculum 
Development 

Specialist

johnson.jenn@
sno-nsn.gov

Melanie Frye

Language 
Education 
Specialist

frye.m@sno-nsn.
gov

Linda Bear

Language 
Practitioner

bear.linda@sno-
nsn.gov
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May Birthdays
May 1  BILL FOSTER
May 2  RAY DOUGLAS
May 3  RENA TIGER
May 3  JULIE ANDERSON
May 4  VIRGIL TILLEY JR.
May 4  DEANIE ANDERSON
May 4  CARMELITA PALMER
May 4  STEVEN BARNETT
May 4  CALE NATSAWAY
May 5  SAVANNAH FIXICO
May 5  NYANA LUSTY
May 6  BENNY FISH
May 7  TRACY LENIGER 
May 8  SUSANNA MOSES
May 8  JIMMY DEATHERAGE
May 8  JASON RYAN DEAN 
May 9  MABLENE HARJO
May 10 WINEY HARJO
May 10 DEBRA OSAGE
May 11 BRYCE DEATHERAGE
May 11 MAVERICK WEST TEBE 
May 11 DONNA BOWERS
May 12 ARIEONA HARJO
May 12 SHARON BURGESS 
May 12 DICKIE DEATHERAGE
May 13 STEPHANIE NEELY
May 13 RICHARD LUSTY
May 13 ELIZABETH ANDERSON
May 14 RETTA BRENNAN
May 14 TERRI STONE
May 15 OSCAR W. CELLARS
May 15 MICHELLE PIPESTEM
May 16 GWEN RICE
May 16 ELLA COLMAN
May 16 MICHAEL STAR
May 18 DANELLE JOHNSON
May 18 RENEE BILLIE
May 18 JOYCE BILLIE
May 18 CALVIN WALKER
May 19 KEITH DINWIDDIE
May 19 TROYCE MARSHALL
May 19 SHIRLEY CHAMBERS
May 20 AMY COSAR
May 20 CHANTEL MOSES
May 23 TRE HARJO
May 23 SHAWNA BISHOP GEORGE
May 23 LAQUITA FISH
May 23 PERLA ALDIRHALLI
May 24 DAKOTA LITTLE
May 24 RYLAN MACK
May 25 WYNEMA PETERSON
May 25 ALIVEZA MAYAHIT
May 25 GRADY JAX
May 26 ASHLEE WELCH
May 26 KIM WALKER NELSON
May 27 DALLAS LITTLE
May 27 CHEYENNE HARJO
May 27 CEDRIC NORIEGA
May 28 NICHOLS FIXICO
May 28 EFFIE DEEWITT
May 28 LORETTA VOTAW 
May 28 SAM JOHNSON 
May 29 JAMES PALMER
May 29 ASHLEE HAILEY
May 31 AARON DEL HARJO
May 31 VERNON HARJO
May 31 JOEL MCCULLY

Congratulations, Michael! Congratulations, Emilee!

St. Gregory’s University featured Ath-
lete for March 2016

Photo courtesy of www.sgucavaliers.com/featuredAthlete/41.php

Tribal Member - Sutv Meely
Softball
March 2, 2016
High School / Previous School: Named Female 
Athlete of the Year her senior season at Tecumseh 
HS; Oklahoma Coached Association All-state se-
lection; third on the team last season at Seminole 
State with a .369 batting average; led SSC in at-
bats (179), striking out only twice in 57 games; fi n-
ished 2015 with a .408 on-base percentage.

Personal: Born May 8, 1995; has two siblings: 
Keldan and Suni; favorite athlete is Michael Jor-
dan; favorite book is The Notebook; favorite singer 
is Drake.
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vhakv legislation

Waiver of 10-Day Notice
APPROVED 22-5

Mekusukey: yes, yes  Fushutche: yes, yes
Eufaula: yes, yes   Rewalke: yes, yes
Tusekia Harjo: yes, yes  Hvteyievlke: yes, yes
Nurcup Harjo: yes, yes  Tom Palmer: no, no
Hecete: yes, yes   Tallahassee: no, no
Ocese: yes, yes   Ceyvha: yes, no
Bruner: yes, yes   Dosar Barkus: yes, yes

New Business

•  Tribal Resolution 2016-33
A Tribal Resolution of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
authorizing the Principal Chief or his authorized desig-
nee to enter into all appropriate instruments, agreements 
or other documents on behalf of the Seminole Nation in 
order to secure a loan from Bank of Oklahoma in the 
amount of $1,000,000.00 on the terms and conditions con-
tained in that certain term sheet attached hereto, includ-
ing the purchase of a Certifi cate of Deposit in the amount 
of $1,110,000.00 as security for the loan.
sponsored by Ralph Coker
APPROVED 15-11-1

Mekusukey: no, no  Fushutche: abst
Eufaula: yes, yes   Rewalke: no, no
Tusekia Harjo: yes, yes  Hvteyievlke: yes, yes
Nurcup Harjo: yes, yes  Tom Palmer: no, no
Hecete: yes, no   Tallahassee: no, no
Ocese: yes, yes   Ceyvha: no, no
Bruner: yes, yes   Dosar Barkus: yes, yes

•  Tribal Resolution 2016-34
To draw funds for a Certifi cate of Deposit.
sponsored by Ralph Coker
APPROVED 16-9-1

Mekusukey: no, no  Fushutche: yes
Eufaula: yes, yes   Rewalke: no, no
Tusekia Harjo: yes, yes  Hvteyievlke: yes, yes
Nurcup Harjo: yes, yes  Tom Palmer: no, no
Hecete: yes, no   Tallahassee: no, no
Ocese: yes, yes   Ceyvha: abst
Bruner: yes, yes   Dosar Barkus: yes, yes

Waiver of 10-Day Notice
APPROVED 15-8

Mekusukey: no, no  Fushutche: yes
Eufaula: yes, yes   Rewalke: no
Tusekia Harjo: yes, yes  Hvteyievlke: yes, yes
Nurcup Harjo: yes, yes  Tom Palmer: no
Hecete: yes   Tallahassee: no, no
Ocese: yes, yes   Ceyvha: no, no
Bruner: yes   Dosar Barkus: yes, yes

New Business

•  Tribal Resolution 2016-42
A Tribal Resolution of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma authoriz-
ing the Principal Chief of his authorized designee to execute all ap-
propriate instruments, agreements or other documents, including 
without limitation, a loan agreement, a note and a security agree-
ment, on behalf of the Seminole Nation in order to secure a loan from 
Security State Bank of Wewoka of an amount up to $1,000,000.00 
and the purchase of a Certifi cate of Deposit to serve as collateral for 
the aforementioned loan.
sponsored by Ralph Coker
APPROVED 14-11-

Mekusukey: no, no  Fushutche: no
Eufaula: yes, yes   Rewalke: no, no
Tusekia Harjo: yes, yes  Hvteyievlke: yes, yes
Nurcup Harjo: yes, yes  Tom Palmer: no
Hecete: no   Tallahassee: no, no
Ocese: yes, yes   Ceyvha: no, no
Bruner: yes, yes   Dosar Barkus: yes, yes

•  Tribal Resolution 2016-43
A Tribal Resolution of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma General 
Council approving the use of, and directing the offi ce of the Special 
Trustee to disburse $1,110,000.00 in settlement funds held in that 
certain federal trust account number JA70616913 to the Seminole 
Nation in order to purchase a Certifi cate of Deposit required by Se-
curity State Bank of Wewoka as collateral for a loan to the Seminole 
Nation, such loan to be used to purchase the Judy Marie Phillips 
property.
sponsored by Lottie Coody
APPROVED 14-10-1

Mekusukey: no, no  Fushutche: abst
Eufaula: yes, yes   Rewalke: no, no
Tusekia Harjo: yes, yes  Hvteyievlke: yes, yes
Nurcup Harjo: yes, yes  Tom Palmer: no
Hecete: no   Tallahassee: no, no
Ocese: yes, yes   Ceyvha: no, no
Bruner: yes, yes   Dosar Barkus: yes, yes

General Council
Special Meeting
May 24, 2016

General Council
Emergency Meeting
May 31, 2016



opunvkusan tribal news

Seminole Nation Cultural Resources Hosts 2016 Youth Summit

Seminole Nation Hosts 2016 Little Olympics

Higher Education Tutor Katie Gunville

Jared Robinson
Staff Writer
robinson.j@sno-nsn.gov
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On April 29, 2016 
the Seminole Nation 
Cultural Resources pro-
gram hosted the 2016 
Youth Summit at the 
Grisso Mansion Annex. 
The Summit was look-
ing for Seminole tribal 
youth, 14-24 years of 
age, who had an inter-
est in taking part in an 
engaging initiative that 
would allow for the 
Seminole youth to voice 
their concerns, likes and 
dislikes, on issues that 
impact Seminole youth 
lives.

The students, led 
by host Michael Logan, 
came up with ideas they 
felt the Seminole youth 
of today needs from 
the tribe. Activities and 
ice-breakers were led 
by Logan who also had 
power point presenta-
tions for the youth. Lo-
gan talked about and led 
the youth in such areas of 
interest as Native Youth 
Leading, for leadership 
skills and development; 
Native Youth Learning, 
for educational success 
and appropriateness; 
Native Youth Working, 
for developing positive 
work habits, working in 

groups, and public ser-
vice; and Native Youth 
Connecting, for build-
ing positive identity, 
community connection, 
and social-emotional 
health. 

The youth were 
broken into groups and 
worked together within 
those groups to come 
up with lists of likes and 
dislikes that they felt 
they are very much in 
need of in regards to the 
previous topics men-
tioned. The lists were 
written on huge piec-
es of banner paper that 
when fi nished were dis-
played by being hung on 

the surrounding Grisso 
Annex walls. 

The youth was sup-
ported and had help 
coming up with ideas 
from staff. Staff helpers 
included Seminole Na-
tion Cultural Resources 
Curriculum Develop-
ment Specialist Jennifer 
Johnson, JOM Director 
Jonathan Bennett, and 
Development Offi cer 
Stephaney Lambert 
from the Grisso Man-
sion. 

Seminole Nation 
Principal Chief Leonard 
M. Harjo was also there 
to speak to the youth, 
answer questions, and 

encourage them all to 
participate, share, and 
most importantly, to 
have their voice heard 
within the Nation. 

It was very import-
ant to the organizers 
that the students devel-
oped the ideas for the 
initiatives, instead of 
the adults.  Every idea 
that came from the sum-
mit, every like and dis-
like, were from the par-
ticipating youth.

A pizza lunch was 
also provided from 
Mazzio’s with drinks 
and snacks. 

Each youth who 
participated was giv-
en tickets to be drawn 

for door prizes. Tickets 
were called out period-
ically throughout the 
summit. Prizes included 
gift cards to several dif-
ferent places as well as 
an iPad as the main door 
prize. 

Overall, the Sum-
mit was a success with 
a great turnout of youth 
participating and shar-
ing their voice.  The 
Seminole Nation hopes 
to continue to engage 
the youth to be proac-
tive in addressing issues 
within our community.

Katie Gunville is a 
Seminole tribal mem-
ber and was a Seminole 
State College student 
who majored in Crim-
inal Justice and grad-
uated with a 4.0 grade 
point average. Some 
of the courses include 
juvenile justice, crimi-
nology, criminal justice, 
criminal investigations, 
among many more. 

Gunville is the tutor 
for Seminole Nation’s 

Jared Robinson
Staff Writer
robinson.j@sno-nsn.gov

Jared Robinson
Staff Writer
robinson.j@sno-nsn.gov

Higher Education pro-
gram, helping in sever-
al different areas such 
as math, which is her 
area of specialty. She 
says math is the hardest 
part of the General Ed-
ucation Development 
(GED) test and she has 
already had two of her 
students pass [at the 
time of the interview]. 
One of her students 
passed her class with 
honors in social studies. 
She says since she be-
came the Higher Ed tu-
tor there has been a lot 
of students passing their 
classes and tests. 

When asked what 
her next step is Gun-
ville says she is looking 
at universities that she 
would like to attend to 
continue her education. 
Being a member of the 
college honor society, 
one of the sponsors is 
trying to help her fi nd fi -
nancial assistance, such 
as possibly getting her 
tuition waived. 

One university that 
sticks out for Gunville 
is Oklahoma City Uni-
versity because of their 
excellent criminal jus-
tice program. However, 
she says, that kind of 

education is very costly. 
When asked how 

she could give back to 
the tribe after her ed-
ucation, Gunville says 
she would like to work 
with domestic violence. 
As a victim, that was 
one of the main reasons 
she went back to school. 
She felt that there was 
no justice served in her 
case and she knows of 
a lot of women out in 
the community who 
that happens to, too of-
ten. Gunville says, even 
though she is just one 
voice, one voice can be 
heard.

On May 13, 2016 
the Seminole Nation 
Head Start program 
hosted Little Olympics 
at the Wewoka football 
fi eld. All of the Educa-
tional Centers were in 
attendance: Mekusukey 
Mission Center, Kona-
wa Center, Barking 
Water Center, and there 
were a few children 
from the Center in Sa-
sakwa as well. 

There were a lot of 
students participating 
in the events. The Cen-
ters have approximately 

173 students throughout 
their classrooms.

Events that took 
place included: 50-yard 
dash, long jump, soft-
ball throw, sack race, 
tricycle races, and a jav-
elin/noodle throw. The 
Head Start program also 
coordinated this year’s 
Little Olympics with 
their St. Jude’s Trike-
A-Thon fund raiser. 
Through the St. Jude’s 
fund raiser, they were 
able to raise $400 in do-
nations. Mvto to those 
who donated.

In all it was a very 
successful day. All the 
students participating 
had an excellent time.
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‘7th Generation’ fi lm faces pain, ushers in healing nationwide

wacena national

Retired BIA employee Dale Jesse Is the new Osage Nation Congressional Ser-
geant at Arms. He started working for the legislative Branch during the 2016 
Hun-Kah Session. BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News 

Dale Jesse Hired As ON Congressional Sergeant at Arms
Dale Jesse is the new 

Sergeant at Arms for the 
Osage Nation Congress 
who started his post 
on April 12 during the 
Hun-Kah Session. 

Jesse (Creek/ Sem-
inole) retired from the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
- Osage Agency earlier 
this year after 15 years. 
He will work for the ON 
Congressional Offi ce in 
the part-time post at the 
Chambers building - 
next to his old BIA of-
fi ce on the government 
campus in Pawhuska. 

The sergeant at arms 
position is required to 
work during the two 
regular 24-day sessions 
held annually with the 
Hun-Kah Session in 
spring and Tzi-Zho Ses-
sion in fall. In addition, 
either the Congress or 

Principal Chief may call 
the Congress into a spe-
cial session at any other 
time - with a 10-busi-
ness day advance no-
tice. Special sessions 
may last up to 10 days 
and all sessions may be 
extended by three days, 
if needed. 

According to the 
sergeant at arms Job 
posting, "The primary 
role of the Sergeant-
At-Arms, is to enforce 
order and decorum for 
members and all in-
dividuals present at a 
session/meeting, and 
execute demands at the 
direction of the presid-
ing offi cer, including 
contacting Congressio-
nal members to return 
to session following re-
cesses." 

Jesse retired from 

the BIA's branch of 
Subsurface and was a 
Petroleum Engineer-
ing Technician. He 
processed drilling and 
workover applications 
for all of Osage Coun-
ty and also worked for 
the Field Operations 
branch as a PET-gauger. 
Also, at various times 
throughout his career at 
the agency Jesse served 
as Acting Superinten-
dent. He has 40 years of 
oil and gas fi eld expe-
rience; and 25 yrs with 
Occidental Petroleum 
formerly Cities Service 
Co. 

Jesse is a member 
of the Osage Gourd 
Clan, speaks Osage and 
Seminole and served as 
a fi reman for Hominy 
District.
- Osage News

By EILEEN SOL-
ER [Florida] Seminole 
Tribune Staff Reporter 

A partnership be-
tween the [Florida] 
Seminole Tribe’s Na-
tive Driven Network, 
under Seminole Media 
Productions (SMP), and 
Warrior Society Devel-
opment Productions, is 
reaping praise at fi lm 
festivals and university 
screenings nationwide. 

“7th Generation” 
explores a late 19th cen-
tury prophesy by the 
legendary Lakota Med-
icine Man and spiritual 
leader Black Elk. The 
45-minute fi lm won 
for Best Documentary 
Feature at the LA Film 
Festival in Hollywood, 
California on April 8. 
In January, the fi lm took 
the Inspiration Award at 
Cinema on the Bayou 
Film Festival in Lafay-
ette, Louisiana. 

Sunshine Frank, the 
fi lm’s executive pro-
ducer and broadcasting 
manager for SMP, said 
the idea began to jell in 
2013 when SMP pro-
fessionals fi lmed Ogla-
la Lakota member and 
motivational speaker 
Jim Warne, founder of 
the San Diego, Cali-
fornia-based Warrior 
Society Development, 
during a Native Learn-
ing Center event on the 
Hollywood Reserva-
tion. “We had the right 
story and the right team 
at the right time,” Frank 
said. 

Warne’s compel-
ling lecture addressed 
the seventh generation 
philosophy rooted in a 
vision experienced by 
Black Elk that prophe-
sied the Dec. 29, 1890 
massacre of 300 Lako-

ta in Wounded Knee, 
South Dakota. 

Black Elk, who later 
witnessed the aftermath 
of the brutal killings by 
the U.S. Army, revealed 
that it would take sev-
en generations to heal 
the broken circle of life 
caused by centuries of 
constant oppression that 
reached a peak on that 
day. It was indeed the 
last great battlefi eld de-
feat of an Indian Tribe 
before indigenous peo-
ples fell under the grip 
of systematic U.S. gov-
ernment control.

Estimations vary on 
the number of indige-
nous people killed by 
disease or slaughter as 
part of extermination 
measures since the ar-
rival of Europeans in 
the mid- 1500s. Num-
bers could average to 
about 10 million. 

“Some people 
would say it is too hard 
to hear, but it happened. 
We teach about African 
American slavery and 
the Holocaust during 
World War II, but we 
don’t teach the truth 
about Indian history,” 
Warne said. “It’s hard 
for America to say out 
loud that a holocaust 
happened here, but mil-
lions upon millions of 
indigenous people were 
killed to make Ameri-
ca. Instead, they cut out 
pilgrim hats and Indian 
headdresses and made 
up a story about friend-
ship. That is the Native 
frustration.” 

Believers of Black 
Elk’s vision say it refers 
back to the Wounded 
Knee Massacre and that 
the children of the sev-
enth generation are the 
youth of today. Warne 
said telling the story at 

lectures and in the fi lm 
makes way for healing. 

Warne, who accept-
ed the Inspiration Award 
at Cinema on the Bay-
ou Film Festival after 
the viewing, said many 
spectators responded to 
the fi lm with tears. 

“There were tears 
and appreciation and 
I was able to provide 
counseling. It is hard in-
formation to take in but 
once we learn about it 
together we can heal to-
gether,” Warne said. 

Film director John L 
Voth, who in 2013 was 
SMP’s senior editor, 
took the lead in estab-
lishing a relationship 
with Warne that led to 
SMP hosting Warne’s 
lecture series, called the 
7th Generation Project, 
throughout Seminole 
reservations in 2014. 

“When I pitched the 
story for the fi lm I did 
not know the weight of 
it because I was looking 
through an American 
lens. I had to go on the 
journey to fi gure it out,” 
Voth said. 

Former SMP vid-
eographer Omar Rodri-
guez and current SMP 
writer and sound spe-
cialist Ishma Fray took 
the mission on the road 
with Voth, primarily 
through the Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South 
Dakota. Voth and Ro-
driguez took the fi rst 
trip alone in the dead 
of winter, knocking on 
doors in minus 10-de-
grees weather. All three 
met with Warne months 
later to fi ne tune the 
project. 

The documentary 
trailer alone shows the 
mass grave of those 
killed at Wounded 
Knee, a Sept. 24, 1863 

newspaper clipping 
from The Daily Re-
publican in Minnesota 
that advertised “$200 
for every red-skin sent 
to Purgatory ...” and 
June Braveheart’s fi rst-
hand account of forced 
boarding school “worse 
than boot camp.” 

Rows and rows of 
headstones still stand 
in fi elds on board-
ing school grounds at 
the graves of children 
who died from abuse 
and neglect while “im-
prisoned” like animals 
through the 1900s. 

“We were herded 
around like cattle,” said 
Warne’s mother Bever-
ly Warne, who attended 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
boarding school in Pine 
Ridge during the 1940s. 

The fi lm reveals that 
for many, like Beverly 
Warne, forced partici-
pation in BIA programs 
bolstered determination 
to rise though education 
and leadership. 

For others, the trau-
ma of their ancestors is 
still manifested today 
through social ills that 
include extreme rates of 
drug and alcohol abuse 
and the highest mortal-
ity rate among all races 
in the United States. 

Suicide at Pine 
Ridge among Ogla-
la Lakota youth is 3.2 
times higher than the 
national average, which 
caused tribal leaders in 
February 2015 to call a 
state of emergency. 

The Native Driven 
Network team, includ-
ing Voth, reported sev-
eral feature stories and 
an anti-suicide public 
service announcement. 
Voth said he witnessed 
hope among the trials. 
Fray said he saw “the 

WASHINGTON — 
That legislation would 
give students in schools 
funded by the Bureau of 
Indian Education access 
to education savings ac-
counts. Introduced by 
Arizona senator Mc-
Cain, this bill would ap-
ply to states that already 
have ESA programs in 
place, such as Arizona, 
Nevada, Florida and 
Mississippi. 

“When you have a 
50 percent graduation 
rate, you need to think 
outside the box,” said 
McCain, who sits on the 
Indian Affairs commit-
tee. “I’ve been on this 
committee for many 
years and there hasn’t 
been much improve-
ment in BIE schools. 
Here we have a proposal 
to allow parents another 
opportunity to provide 
their children with an-
other education.” 

The legislation 
would allow parents 
to divert BIE funds of 

U.S. Sen-
ate Hears 
Testimony 
On School 
Choice for 
Native Amer-
icans

way out” through lead-
ers who include activist 
Virgil Bush and Yvonne 
“Tiny” DeCory, the out-
reach coordinator for 
the Sweet Grass Suicide 
Prevention Project. 

“Black Elk didn’t 
only talk about the bad 
things, the pain and 
the suffering. He saw 
the way out. He gave 
a voice to the coming 
generations who would 
lead the people out of 
the problems. What is 
happening today is a 
story bigger than pover-
ty,” Fray said. 

So far, Warne has 
presented the fi lm “7th 
Generation” at the Lon-
don Shows Internation-
al Film Festival, the 
California American 
Indian Indigenous Film 
Festival, the LA Skins 
Fest at Culver Studios 
in Los Angeles, the 
American Indian Film 
Festival, and the NatiV-
isions Film Festival in 
Arizona. 

He also screened the 
fi lm at lectures at the 
Heard Museum in Phoe-
nix, Arizona; Northeast-
ern State University in 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma; 
Arizona State Univer-
sity in Tempe; and the 
University of South Da-
kota in Sioux Falls. 

Warne said he aims 
to make the 7th Genera-
tion Project a movement 
that motivates young 
indigenous people to 
learn the Indian ways 
and to keep their “tribal 
heart” but to go out into 
the world and become 
educated leaders in the 
contemporary American 
system. 

“The seventh gener-
ation is the youth of to-
day. They have a lot of 
challenges, as the ances-

tors did, but the genera-
tion is here to succeed ... 
I am a fi rm believer that 
one among this seventh 
generation will be a 
president of the United 
States,” Warne said.

- The Seminole Tribune
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nak-kerretv education

Acyn Shackelford

Braylee Hobia

Ethan Burkhart

Jaycee Harjo

Kira Smith

Aja Youngblood

Byron Spencer

Georgia Hopper

Jon White

Malynzie Vallee

Aniyah Walker

Daniel Johnson

Isabella Hobia

Julien Albert

Mariah Scott

Bladen Combs

Emma Climer

Jayce Notah

Kalea Miller

Micco Emarthla
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Peyton Bickerstaff

Spencer Harrison

Trooper Robertson

Raeann Powell

Steven Olden

Troy Warledo

Rick Mceachern

Stoney Williamson

William Loafman

Samantha Hellman

Taya Jones

$15,000 per student to-
wards other education 
expenses including tui-
tion, tutoring or online 
courses. 

“The Native Amer-
ican Education Oppor-
tunity Act will serve 
as a lifeline to students 
trapped in literally some 
of the worst schools in 
America — it is mor-
ally unacceptable to 
stand by and defend the 
status quo,” said Betsy 
DeVos, chairman of the 
American Federation 
for Children. “Only 53 
percent of students at-
tending BIE schools 
graduate high school — 
far below the national 
average of 81 percent. 
Just as concerning, a re-
port that came out this 
week cited numerous 
safety concerns at BIE 
schools. Simply put, 
these schools are unsafe 
and academically unfi t 
for our Native American 
children.” 

wacena
continued from page 7

Arizona state Sen. 
Carlyle Begay testifi ed 
about his own experi-
ence being educated in 
BIE schools in the Na-
vajo Nation. 

“The Native Amer-
ican Education Oppor-
tunity Act allows BIE 
families to participate in 
a program that is open to 
almost every other tribal 
student in Arizona’s res-
ervation communities,” 
he said. “There are 185 
BIE schools in the na-
tion. Nearly fi ve out of 
10 students attending 
these schools will not 
graduate high school. 
What if we could give 
ESAs to those BIE stu-
dents in Arizona who 
would not have made 
it to graduation other-
wise?” 

Importantly, Be-
gay also said ESAs are 
the “true essence of 
self-determination and 
self-empowerment” that 
Tribes desire. 

– Watchdog.org

7th Annual 2016 Native American Convocation

The 7th Annual 
Native American Con-
vocation was held at 
the Holdenville Creek 
Indian Community 

Joe Clay
Staff Writer
clay.j@sno-nsn.gov

Center in Holdenville, 
Okla. May 3, 2016 for 
16 graduating Native 
American seniors. 

Each senior received 
a stole with a seal of 
their tribe with the year, 
furthermore, they also 

received t-shirts. 
The convocation 

was started 7 years ago 
by Jim Larney who 
graduated from Holden-
ville High School. 

The fi rst convo-
cation was in 2010 

in Holdenville. “This 
event gives the students 
something to look for-
ward to and is a good 
milestone in their life to 
fi nish high school,” Lar-
ney said.
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by K. Galen Greenwalt, Director of Veterans Ser-
vices Offi ce
(North Community Building, Mekusukey Mission)

WE ARE HERE TO SERVE ALL 
VETERANS

This column is an information source 
for all veterans in the Seminole Nation of 
Oklahoma.  Please share this with those 
who have served in our military forces, 
both past and present.  Please feel free 
to come by the Veterans Services Offi ce 
during the week, or give us a call at (405) 
234-5242 to ask questions or make an ap-
pointment.  My email address here at the 
offi ce is greenwalt.g@sno-nsn.gov and 
you are welcome to contact me by email.

WHO IS A VETERAN?

The question: “Who exactly is a veter-
an?”  A veteran is anyone who has served 
in the U.S. Armed Forces.  So, the ques-
tion we ask is, “Have you served in the 
military?”  If the answer is “yes,” then 
you are a veteran!  Our offi ce is here to 
help you.

VETERANS AFFAIRS DEPART-
MENT ACTIVITY

The Veterans offi ce continues to serve 
and assist with the various needs of veter-
ans.  This includes fi lling out paperwork 
to request discharge DD-214 records, dis-
tributing Benefi t Books for veteran wid-
ows and dependents, giving information 
on VA grave markers and headstones, 
burial benefi ts, education assistance, dis-
ability claims and appeals, group sessions 
for combat veterans, and rides to doctor 
appointments at the VA Hospital in Okla-
homa City.  The month’s activities also 
included attendance at the Veterans Ap-
preciation Day at East Central University 
and the Chickasaw Groundbreaking Cer-
emony for a new Veterans Lodge in Ada.

ROLLING THUNDER AND “WEL-
COME HOME VIETNAM VETER-
ANS” RALLY WEEKEND, MAY 
13-14

We had a great weekend on Friday-Sat-
urday, May 13-14, as we hosted the Kick-
Off Event for a Rolling Thunder rally here 
in Seminole.  Rolling Thunder is an ad-
vocacy group, mainly made up of motor-
cycle enthusiasts who are veterans.  This 
group highlights the need for promoting 
accountability for POWs and MIAs of 
all U.S. wars.  Their main event annually 
is called the “Freedom Ride,” which is a 
motorcycle rally to the Vietnam Wall on 
Memorial Day each year.  On our Rolling 
Thunder weekend, we took time to give 
special recognition and honor to the many 
Vietnam veterans.  A Presidential Procla-
mation letter, various lapel pins and stick-
ers were given to veterans present.  

On Friday, the afternoon was fi lled 

with time for veterans to visit various 
booths and vendors from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, the Oklahoma 
Department of Veterans Affairs, the VA 
Hospital in OKC and several more entities 
to assist veterans.  A free spaghetti meal 
was served for dinner, the food being ca-
tered from the Roma Italian Restaurant 
nearby.  

The program for the evening was the 
Flame of Freedom ceremony.  After a 
short welcome by Seminole veteran Frank 
Alexander, the Torch Ceremony began.  
As everyone gathered in a circle, the light-
ed torch was passed from person to per-
son giving an opportunity for speaking the 
name of a veteran who has passed on.  The 
torch symbolized the light of life and free-
dom being passed down to the next gener-
ations.  

To conclude the day, a special presenta-
tion of a POW/MIA fl ag was then present-
ed by the Rolling Thunder members to the 
Seminole Nation Honor Guard.

On Saturday, a pizza dinner was served 
prior to the evening’s event.  The entire 
night was planned as a joint effort with oth-
er groups across the country as we were a 
Commemorative Partner with the Vietnam 
War 50th Anniversary Program that recog-
nized Vietnam veterans for their service, 
valor and sacrifi ce.  After Principal Chief 
Leonard Harjo gave the welcome, Maj.
Gen. Myles Deering spoke eloquently of 
those who served.  The Oklahoma Chapter 
of Rolling Thunder presented the Missing 
Man Ceremony, which included the Emp-
ty Table and the Dog Tag ceremonial trib-
utes.  

MEMORIAL DAY 2016

A short Memorial Day service was held 
on Monday, May 30, in honor of those who 
lost their lives in service to our country.  
The raising and lowering of fl ag to half-
staff, a 21-gun salute and Taps followed 
the reading of a Presidential Proclamation 
by Director Greenwalt.

VETERANS BENEFITS BOOKLET

The Veterans Offi ce here has copies of 
the booklet entitled Know Your Benefi ts: 
Federal Benefi ts for Veterans, Dependents 
and Survivors, latest edition.  They are 
available FREE to anyone who would like 
a copy.  Many have already called our of-
fi ce and been given a copy.

VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICE OF 
THE SEMINOLE NATION OF OKLA-
HOMA

For more information or answers about 
any VA issues, please contact us here at 
the Veterans Services Offi ce at (405) 234-
5242 or Director Greenwalt’s cell number 
at (951) 533-1407.
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ra vkerricetv in memoriam

Honorable Chief 
Kenneth "Foley" 

Edward Chambers

Thomas Lee Ahaisee

Gregory Lee 
"Greg" Robinson

Honorable Chief 
Kenneth "Foley" Ed-
ward Chambers, 65 
passed away from this 
life on Friday, May 
13, 2016 at his home 
with his wife Deb 
and two puppies by 
his side. Chief Cham-
bers was born on July 
11, 1950 in Sasakwa, 
Oklahoma to parents 
Martha (Factor) and 
Lawrence Chambers. 
On January 27, 1990 
Ken married Deb 
Johnston.

Ken worked all 
his life in the power 
plant construction and 
maintenance indus-
try. His job took him 
all across the Unit-
ed States as well as 
spending two and a 
half years working in 
Indonesia. He took a 
four year break when 
he was elected to the 
position of Chief of 
the Seminole Nation 
of Oklahoma from 
2001 to 2005. A job 
he was so very proud 
to serve. He also was 
honored to be a mem-
ber of the Tallahassee 
Band and the Deer 
Clan. He was a mem-
ber of the Spring Bap-
tist Church.

Survivors in-
clude his wife Deb, 
two dogs, Togee and 
Hokte, his beloved 
dogs who reside atop 
Chambers Mountain, 
daughter; Sheri Reyn-
olds and husband Ja-
son of Oklahoma City, 
son; Kenny Chambers 
of Holdenville, son; 
Brian Chambers and 
wife Chelle of Pon-
ca City, nine grand-
children; Nyko, Alec, 

Gage, Addisyn, Tris-
tyn, Graycee, Rio, 
Bostyn, and Krew. 
Also, his sisters; Wan-
da Bruner of Oklaho-
ma City, Ruby Rose 
of Seminole and Lena 
McWilthy of Ada, as 
well as several aunts, 
uncles, cousins and a 
host of other relatives 
and friends whom he 
loved dearly

Ken was preced-
ed in death by his 
parents, Martha and 
Lawrence Chambers, 
brothers; Jessy Ray 
Chambers, Charles 
Edward Chambers 
and Tommy Lawrence 
Chambers.

A wake service 
will be held from 
6:00PM to 8:00PM 
on Tuesday, May 17, 
2016 at the Stout-Phil-
lips Funeral Home in 
Wewoka.

The funeral ser-
vice will be held at 
2:00 PM on Wednes-
day, May 18, 2016 at 
the Stout-Phillips Fu-
neral Home in Wewo-
ka. Rev. Kelly Tiger 
will offi ciate the ser-
vices. 

Pallbearers will 
be Nyko Symonds, 
Gage Chambers, Ken-
ny Chambers, Bri-
an Chambers, Jason 
Reynolds, and Dave 
Imwalle. 

Services are un-
der the direction of 
Stout-Phillips Funer-
al Home in Wewoka. 
Online condolences 
to the family can be 
made at www.phil-
lipsfuneralservice.
com. 

Funeral services 
for Thomas Lee 
Ahaisse were held 
Monday, June 6, 2016 
at Hitchitee Method-
ist Church.  Interment 
followed at the Harjo 
Family Cemetery with 
Military Honors by 
the Seminole Nation 
Honor Guard.

Thomas passed 

Services for Greg-
ory Lee “Greg” Rob-
inson were held Thurs-
day, June 9, 2016 at 
the Freewill Baptist 
Church in Prague, 
Okla. with Rev. Ran-
dall Miller and David 
Taylor offi ciated the 
service.

Greg passed away 
on Saturday, June 4, 
2016 at St. Anthony 
Hospital in Shawnee.  
He was 44.

He was born Feb-
ruary 18, 1972 in Sem-
inole to parents, Gary 
Lee Robinson and 
Judy (Johnson) Rob-
inson.

Greg grew up in 
Seminole where he at-
tended Seminole Pub-

away Wednesday  
June 1, 2016 at St. 
Anthony’s Hospital 
in Oklahoma City. He 
was 69.

He was born 
March 28, 1947 in 
Seminole to parents 
Odis B. Harjo and 
Betty Jo Ahaisse.

Thomas gradu-
ated from Varnum 

High School.  Follow-
ing High School, he 
served in the United 
States Army where he 
earned the National 
Defense Service Med-
al, the Vietnam Ser-
vice Medal, and the 
Vietnam Campaign 
Medal.

Thomas worked 
as a land surveyor 
for the Seminole Na-
tion of Oklahoma.  
He was also a mem-
ber of the Seminole 
Nation of Oklahoma 
and a member of the 
Tusekia Harjo Band.

He is preceded in 
death by his parents, 
by three brothers, Leo 
Warledo, Jason Warle-
do, Charlie Warledo, 
and by two sisters, 
Nita Champiaol, and 
Phyllis Chetpatanan-
ton.

Survivors in-
clude two sons, Fous 
Ahaisse of Oklaho-
ma City, Coacoche 
Ahaisse of Holden-
ville, Oklahoma, two 
daughters, Dana Lee 

Ahaisse Lingle and 
her husband Thomas 
of Moore, Oklahoma, 
Takoche Ahaisse and 
her husband Brian 
Sanders of Okmul-
gee, Oklahoma, four 
brothers, Johnson 
“Jr.” Warledo Jr. of 
Wewoka, Oklahoma, 
Lesley Warledo of 
McAlester, Oklaho-
ma, Gerald Warledo, 
Darrel Warledo, three 
sisters, Reba Flute 
and her husband Gene 
of Apache, Oklaho-
ma, Freda Warledo of 
Oklahoma City, Okla-
homa, Rita Warledo of 
Oklahoma City, Okla-
homa, 6 grandchil-
dren, Josia Williams, 
Asher Factor, Arianna 
Factor, Eco Sanders, 
Afvcke Sanders, Tvf-
folupv Sanders, and 
a host of other family 
and dear friends.

Services were un-
der the direction of 
Swearingen Funeral 
Home in Seminole, 
Okla.

lic Schools.  He grad-
uated from Seminole 
High School in 1990.  
During his time at 
Seminole High School 
he played football for 
the Seminole Chieftain 
Football team, where 
he wore the number 21 
on his uniform.  Be-
cause of this he was 
given the nickname of 
“21” by his teammates.  
Greg loved everything 
Chieftain.  He was an 
avid sports fan, a ded-
icated Pittsburg Steel-
ers fan, an Oklahoma 
University Sooners 
fan, and was always 
rooting for the Florida 
State Seminoles.

Greg went on to 
play football for Has-

kell Jr. College in 
Lawrence, Kan.

On March 19, 1994 
Greg married the love 
of his life, Andrea G. 
Morehead at the Free-
will Baptist Church in 
Prague, Okla.

Greg worked for 
the United States 
Postal Service for 
the past 17 years as a 
mail carrier in Shaw-
nee.  He loved his job 
and was always going 
above and beyond for 
the people he deliv-
ered mail to.  He was 
known to often take a 
grocery list or run an 
errand for the elder-
ly on his route.  Greg 
would also take a cou-
ple of minutes to vis-
it with someone who 
just needed to talk.

Sadly this man 
who was so unassum-
ing, who had a smile 
for everyone and was 
a friend to all he came 
in contact with, passed 
from this life because 
he had a blood clot 
that he was not aware 
of breaking loose 
and it traveling to his 
heart, breaking many 
people’s hearts in its 
wake.

Greg loved his 
family with all that he 
had.  He was so proud 
that at this point in his 
life he had been attend-
ing Church, he had ac-
cepted the Jesus Christ 
as his Lord and Savior 
and had been baptized.  
The fact that he and 

his wife were raising a 
Christian family made 
him very happy.

He is preceded in 
death by his mother-
in-law, Delilah Mae 
(Smith) Morehead; by 
his maternal grandpar-
ents, Raymond John-
son and Mary Green 
Johnson, by his pater-
nal grandparents, Er-
nest Franklin Robin-
son and Zola Lovine 
Robinson and by one 
uncle Ronald "Sonny" 
Johnson.

Survivors include, 
his wife of 22 years, 
Andrea (Morehead) 
Robinson of the home 
in Shawnee, three 
daughters, Gabriela 
Laken Robinson of 
Shawnee, Okla., Gen-
na LeeAnn Robinson 
of Shawnee, Okla., 
and Riley Cate Rob-
inson of Shawnee, 
Okla.  His father, Gary 
Lee Robinson and his 
wife Joy of Fittstown, 
Okla., his mother, 
Judy (Johnson) Little 
and her husband David 
of Commerce, Okla. 
One sister, Gwendo-
lynn Lovine Conn and 
her husband Kevin of 
Fittstown, Okla., His 
father-in-law, Terry 
Lee Morehead and his 
wife Jellene of Paden, 
Okla.  Two sisters-in-
law, Terra Lyn Vass 

Services were un-
der the direction of 
Swearingen Funeral 
Home in Seminole, 
Oklahoma.


